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GLOSSARY 
 
This glossary presents terms frequently occurring in the Network Code (some of them are 
defined within the Code itself when they are used for the first time). 
 
Since, in the majority of cases, these terms are used with a specific meaning, according to the 
specific context, it is appropriate to summarise them in this attachment for the sake of clarity 
and ease of reading. 

 

Allocation The process through which the gas, measured in injection or 
in withdrawal from the transport network, is in accounting 
terms attributed to the various Shippers. 

Allocation Priority Right  
or AP Right  

It is the right to have priority in the allocation of capacity of 
the national gas pipeline network, granted by the Ministry of 
Economic Development pursuant to Article 1, paragraph 18 
of Law n. 239/04. 

Auction premium In a uniform price auction process, it is the unit price offered 
in addition to the value of the Reserve Price for the last offer 
to purchase selected within the same auction. 

Auction Reference 
Number 

Univocal reference number which identify on the PRISM 
Platform the auction procedure in which transportation 
capacity is offered at Entry/Exit Points interconnected with 
foreign pipelines (auction ID). 

Available Transportation 
Capacity or Available 

Capacity 

The transportation capacity not booked. 

Bidding Round Period of time during which the parties requesting transport 
capacity at Points of Entry / Exit interconnected with foreign 
countries can submit, modify and withdraw purchase 
bidding of transport capacity. 

Biogas Gas made up mainly of methane and carbon dioxide, 
obtained from the anaerobic digestion of biomass, the 
anaerobic fermentation of waste stored at a landfill site or the 
anaerobic fermentation of sludge produced at plants 
dedicated exclusively to the treatment of residential and 
industrial wastewater. 

Biomethane Gas made up principally of methane, derived from the 
upgrading of biogas or the gasification of biomass. 

Booking The outcome of the transportation capacity booking process, 
which confirms the maximum quantity of gas that each 
Shipper can input to or off-take from the network, expressed 
as a daily volume measured at standard conditions. 

Combustible Gas The gas used to fuel compressor stations. 
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Daily maximum Send Out It is the Maximum volume flow rate, expressed in Sm3/day, 
produced by a regasification terminal for the injection into 
the RN. 

Daily Programme or 
Nomination 

The transportation programme provided by Shippers to 
Snam Rete Gas for each Gas-day, specifying the quantities to 
be input to and off-taken from the network. 

Default Transportation 
Service 

Natural gas supply service in accordance with Resolution 
249/12 and subsequent amendments and supplemented, to 
ensure withdrawals on the RN in all cases of transport capacity 
not assigned at a Redelivery Point, including the cases of 
termination of Transport Contract as a result of a breach by the 
Shipper. 

Delivery Point The physical point of the network at which gas is delivered by 
the Shipper to Snam Rete Gas and at which it is measured. 

Dew-point Temperature at which, for a given pressure, water starts to 
condense. 

Emergency Plan "Emergency Plan pursuant to Article 8, paragraph 1, of 
Legislative Decree n.93/2011, in accordance with the provisions 
of Article 10 of Resolution (EU) No. 994/2010" contained in the 
Annex 2 of the Decree of the Minister of Economic Development 
April 19, 2013 and subsequent   amended and supplemented. 

Entry Point RN A point, which may comprise an aggregation of physical points, 
on the National Network at which the Shipper delivers gas to 
Snam Rete Gas. 

ENTSOG Capacity 
Conversion Model 

Transportation capacity conversion model developed and 
published by ENTSOG on 24 July 2017 in accordance with 
Regulation 459/2017, article 21, comma 3 (“ENTSOG’s Capacity 
conversion model”). 

 Estimated System 
Imbalance or SPSG 

Term referred to in Chapter 9, paragraph 3) of network Code to 
determine the Expected Gas Need (or Expected Gas Excess) for 
the Gas-day G, in accordance with Resolution 446/13. 

EU Infrastructure Interconnection network with EU Countries, pursuant to 
Article 1, paragraph 1, letter h) of Resolution ARG/gas 02/10 of 
the Authority. 

Exit Point RN A virtual point (resulting from an aggregation of off-takes) at 
the exit of the National Network to the corresponding 
Withdrawal Area. 

Gas or Natural Gas The mix of hydrocarbons, composed principally of methane 
and, to a less extent, ethane, propane, and higher hydrocarbons. 
It can also include inert gases, such as nitrogen and carbon 
dioxide.  The natural gas is made available for transportation 
after appropriate treatment dependent on whether its source is 
a gas reservoir and/or LNG plant. 
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Gas-day The period of 24 consecutive hours, starting at 6 a.m. of each 
calendar day and ending at 6 a.m. of the following calendar day. 

GJ Giga Joule = 1,000,000,000 joules (reference to International 
System). 

Gross Calorific Value 
(“PCS”)  

The energy quantity produced by the complete combustion of a 
unitary (mass or volume) quantity of gas, at specific conditions. 
During the combustion, the pressure is maintained constant 
and the products return to the initial temperature of the 
reactants. Superior Calorific Value refers to the total energy 
produced by the combustion (Inferior Calorific Value refers, 
instead, to the total energy produced, less the energy necessary 
for the evaporation of water, formed during combustion). 

Homogeneous Area 
(“AOP”) 

It is the portion of the transport network for which the value of 
the average monthly PCS, of the redelivered natural gas, is 
equal for all redelivery points and is not exceeding ± 2% 
compared to the values of the average monthly PCS of natural 
gas of adjacent AOP. 

Hydrocarbons Dew-
point 

Temperature at which, for a given pressure, hydrocarbons start 
to condense. 

 

Interministerial Decree 

  July 6th, 2012 

The Decree of 6 July 2012 of the Minister of Economic 
Development, in agreement with the Minister of the 
Environment and Protection of Land and Sea and the Minister 
of Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies. 

 

Interministerial Decree 

December 5th, 2013 

The Decree of 5 December 2013 of the Minister of Economic 
Development, in agreement with the Minister of the 
Environment and Protection of Land and Sea and the Minister 
of Agricultural, Food and Forestry Policies 

 

Law Decree The Law Decree of the 23rd of May 2000, n° 164 (“Attuazione 
della Direttiva 98/30/CE recante norme comuni per il mercato 
interno del gas naturale”) and further modifications, which 
acknowledges the European Directive n. 98/30/CE and 
subsequent amended and supplemented. 

 

Law Decree 

April 28th, 2006  

The Decree of 28 April 2006 of the Minister Productive 
Activities. 

 

Law Degree 19th 
February 2007 

The Decree of 19 February 2007 of the Ministry for Economic 
Development. 
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Law Degree April 11th, 
2006 

The Decree of 11 April 2006 of the Minister Productive 
Activities. 

 

Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) 

Natural gas in a liquid state, at a temperature less than or equal 
to the gas boiling point corresponding to a pressure of 
approximately 101.325 kPa. 

Methodology for  

Homogeneous Areas 

Methodology defined by the Authority with Resolution 75/07 
for the management and control of the AOP, published on the 
website of Snam Rete Gas. 

MGAS Platform  Platform for trading of natural gas managed by the GME 
pursuant to Decree of Minister the Economic Development on 
18th March 2010. 

MJ Mega Joule = 1,000,000 joules (reference to International 
System). 

Molar Composition The description of gas composition whereby the concentration 
of components is expressed as molar fraction or percentage of 
the total. 

Network Code This document, including all Attachments, which form an 
integral and essential part of it. 

Non Nominated 
Capacity 

It is the transport capacity that has not been nominated by the 
Shippers, who are the owners, made available by the 
Transporter as daily interruptible capacity pursuant to 
Resolution 536/2012/R/gas and, on monthly basis, pursuant to 
Article 15.4 of the Resolution n. 137/02 

Non-EU Infrastructure Interconnection network with non-EU Countries, pursuant to 
Article 1, paragraph 1, letter g) of Resolution ARG/gas 02/10 of 
the Authority. 

Off -peak Period Period of 6 (six) months between 1st May and 31st October of 
each year. 

Off-take Area Geographical area in which the national territory, supplied by 
Snam Rete Gas’ pipeline, is divided for the application of tariffs. 

Peak Period Period of 6 (six) months between the 1st November and 30th 
April of each year. 

Pig Device used to check the integrity of pipeline, which travels 
through the pipeline, as a result of the difference of pressures 
upstream and downstream of the passage. This device allows 
Snam Rete Gas to collect detailed information about the 
condition of the network. 

Portale ALTRAWEB Service with a web interface that allows Shippers to view data 
on the outcome of the Balancing Session (referred to in Chapter 
9). 
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Portale Capacità It's an IT service for the management via internet of the 
allocation processes, assignment and transfer of transport 
capacity (Chapters 5 and 7), available on Snam Rete Gas 
website. 

Portale M-GAS  It’s an IT system which allows Users to display allocation data 
for gas transiting through shared Redelivery Points where they 
are transport capacity owners. 

Portale Misura It’s an IT system for making available information related to 
gas intradaily meter. 

PRISMA Platform European Joint European Platform Capacity Platform, 
management by PRISMA, for the collection of offers for the 
purchase / sale of transport capacity of cross-border 
interconnection points between transport systems 
interconnected on the primary market and on the secondary 
market. 

PSV Conditions Document "Condizioni per la cessione e lo scambio di gas 
naturale al Punto di Scambio Virtuale", prepared by Snam Rete 
Gas and approved by the Authority in accordance with 
Resolution 22/04 and subsequent updates. 

Quality Requirement Technical specification of the chemical-physical characteristics 
and of the presence of other components in the natural gas and 
biomethane. 

Reasonable and 
Prudent Operator 

The experienced operator performing the same activities, in the 
same or similar conditions, that usually - and within its own 
capacities  - uses care, diligence, prudence and foresight in the 
execution of its own duties, and considers the interests of the 
other party.  

Redelivery Point The physical point of the network at which gas is delivered by 
Snam Rete Gas to the Shipper and at which it is measured. 

Regasification code The document and subsequent updates prepared by the 
Regasification Company, pursuant to Article 24, paragraph 5, 
of Legislative Decree No. 164/00, which contains the rules for 
the access and the supply of the regasification service, approved 
by the Authority 

Regulation 312/2014 Commission Resolution (EU) n. 312/2014 of 26 March 2014 
establishing a Network Code on gas balancing in transportation 
network. 

Regulation 715/2009 Resolution (EC) n. 715/2009 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council of 13  July 2009 on conditions for access to the 
natural gas transmission networks and repealing Resolution 
(EC) n.  1775/2005 

Regulation 459/2017 Commission Resolution (EU) n. 459/2017 of 16 March 2017 
establishing a Network Code on Capacity Allocation 
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Mechanisms in Gas Transmission Systems and repealing 
Regulation (EU) n. 984/2013 of the European Parliament and of 
the Council. 

Relative Density The ratio between the density of gas and that of dry air, both 
calculated at the same conditions of temperature and pressure. 

Reserve Price In a uniform price auction process, it is the daily transport fee  
approved by the Authority.  

Residual Capacity It is the share of new (transport / regasification) capacity 
determined at the interconnection with the RN, not subject to 
TPA exemption or  a right to priority allocation, related to 
infrastructures for which a TPA exemption or a right to priority 
allocation has been granted. 

Resolution  210/15 Resolution 210/2015/R/gas of the Authority entitled 
“Guidelines on market processes concerning the biomethane 
injection into the transportation and distribution networks of 
natural gas. First implementation. (“Direttive in tema di 
processi di mercato relativi all’immissione di biometano nelle 
reti di trasporto e distribuzione del gas naturale. Prima 
attuazione”). 

Resolution  46/15 Resolution  46/2015/R/gas of the Authority and Attachment 
A, entitled “Guidelines on biomethane production plants 
connections to gas natural networks and measures for the 
definition of the biomethane quantities admitted to  incentives 
system ( “Direttive per le connessioni impianti di biometano 
alle reti del gas naturale e disposizioni in materia di 
determinazione delle quantità di biometano ammissibili agli 
incentivi”). 

Resolution 249/12 Resolution 249/2012/R/gas of the Authority entitled 
"Measures to ensure the balance of natural gas in relation to 
withdrawals at the Redelivery Points of the transport system in 
the absence of the relevant Shipper" as amended and 
supplemented. 

Resolution 312/16 Resolution 312/2016/R/gas  of the Authority entitled 
"Balancing Gas, implementation of Resolution (UE) n. 
312/2014". 

  

Resolution 40/14 Resolution 40/2014/R/gas of the Authority entitled "Safety 
inspection Resolutions for natural gas user plants". 

Resolution 446/13 Resolution 446/2013/R/gas of the Authority entitled 
"Provisions on the balancing of natural gas through an 
economic merit " 

Resolution 670/17 Resolution 670/2017/R/gas of the Authority entitled 
“Provisions on the implementation of the adjustment sessions 
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with reference to the years starting from 2013 and until the 
entry into force of the new regulation of the gas settlement” 

Resolution 487/17 Resolution 446/2013/R/gas of the Authority entitled 
“Provisions on capacity overrun charges at transport 
redelivery points which supplies thermoelectric power 
plants” 

Resolution 512/17 Resolution 512/2013/R/gas of the Authority entitled 
“Completion of the pilot project on the capacity booking at the 
transport redelivery points which supplies thermoelectric 
power plants” 

Resolution 
536/2012/R/gas (and 

Resolution 
83/2013/R/gas) 

It is the Resolution of the Authority entitled "Provisions on the 
allocation of daily capacity for the transport of gas between 
the Austrian exchange point of  Baumgarten and the Italian 
gas system via Tarvisio" and the related Appendix A, entitled" 
Guideline on a day-ahead capacity allocation mechanism at 
the Austrian / Italian border". 

Resolution ARG/gas 
45/11 

Resolution of the Authority containing the "discipline of 
economic balance of natural gas" and subsequent amended 
and supplemented. 

Resolution or 
Resolution 137/02 (or 

Resolution) 

The regulatory document n° 137/02, issued by the Authority 
“Adoption of guarantees for the free access to the 
transportation service of natural gas and of rules for the 
preparation of network codes” (“Adozione di garanzie di 
libero accesso al servizio di trasporto del gas naturale e di 
norme per la predisposizione dei codici di rete”) and 
subsequent amended and supplemented. 

RN Snam Rete Gas’ National Network, as defined by the Decree 
of the Ministry of industry, commerce and handicraft 
(“Ministero dell’industria, del commercio e dell’artigianato”) 
of 22nd of December 2000, published in the Official Gazette n. 
18 of the 23rd of January 2001 (“Gazzetta Ufficiale, Serie 
generale n° 18 del 23 gennaio 2001”). 

RR Snam Rete Gas’ Regional Network, which is the set of pipeline 
networks through which gas transportation occurs, in 
compliance with Article 2, point 1, letter ii) of Law Decree n° 
164/00. It excludes the Snam Rete Gas National Network. 

RTTG Part II of the Consolidated Text about quality Resolution and 
tariffs for the transport and dispatching service of natural gas 
for the regulatory period 2010-2013, entitled "Regolazione 
delle tariffe per il servizio di trasporto e dispacciamento del 
gas naturale per il periodo di regolazione 2010-2013 
"approved by Resolution 184/09 ARG/gas. 



Network Code  Glossary 

 
 

  
  Glo - 8 
   

Sm3 Standard cubic metre, i.e. one cubic metre of gas at reference 
conditions of 288.15 K (= 15 °C) and 101.325 kPa (= 1.01325 
bar). 

Small adjustment Term ISA determined, pursuant to the TISG, according to the 
formula referred to in Chapter 9, paragraph 3.6.1 of the 
Network Code 

Specific Risks Document Document describing the specific risks of a plant to which the 
operators may be exposed and the preventive and emergency 
measures to be taken 

Storage Code Document and subsequent updates prepared by storage 
company, pursuant to  Article 12, paragraph 7, of Legislative 
Decree No. 164/00, which contains the rules for the access and 
the supply of the storage service, approved by the Authority.  

System Natural gas transport system 

Thermal Year Reference period starting on the 1st of October of any year and 
ending on the 30th of September of the following year. 

TIB Integrated Text of the balancing gas, approved by Resolution 
of the Authority 312/2016/R/gas. 

TISG Consolidated Text for the physical and economic Resolution 
of natural gas balancing service  (Settlement), approved by 
Resolution of the Authority 229/2012/R/gas, and subsequent 
amended and supplemented. 

TIVG Integrated Text of the retail activities of natural gas, and 
different gas by natural gas, distributed through urban 
networks " at Annex A to Resolution ARG / gas 64/09 and 
subsequent modifications and supplements 

Total  

System Imbalance  or 
SCS 

For a Gas-day, it is the difference between the quantities of gas 
- expressed in energy - measured at the Entry/Exit Points 
interconnected with storage hubs and the quantities of gas - 
expressed in energy - scheduled at the same points. 

 TPA Exemption It is the exemption from the discipline that provides for the 
right of third party access, granted by the Ministry of 
economic Development pursuant to Article 1, paragraph 17 of 
Law n. 239/04. 

Transport Capacity The capacity published in the Official bulletin of 
hydrocarbons and geothermics (“Bollettino ufficiale degli 
idrocarburi e della geotermia”), in compliance with article 3, 
paragraph 10, of Law Decree n° 164/00. 

Transport Contract The document whereby the parties to the contract, i.e. Snam 
Rete Gas and the Shippers, define the specific elements of the 
required transportation service, regulated by the provisions of 
Network Code. 
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Virtual Trading Point 

(“PSV”) 

A virtual point, conceptually located between the Entry and 
the Exit Points of RN, at which Shippers can trade gas input 
in the network, on a daily basis. 

Wobbe Index The ratio between the Calorific Value of gas per unit of 
volume and the square root of gas relative density, at the same 
reference conditions. 

 


